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Voters hit 
the polls 
despite 
pandemic 


ELECTIONW2020 


determined to he heard 


Inside: 6-page 
special section 


Expanded coverage from 
around the country as 
Americans cast ballots. 
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A TENSE NATION 
WONDERS WHAT'S NEXT 


Historic numbers of ballots cast amid fears of chaos at polls, pandemic 


Earr 


We're only as 
divided as we 
choose to be 


Suzette Hackney 
Columnist 
USA TODAY 


The 2020 election finds the United States teeter- 
ing past partisanship toward complete polarization. 
It can feel hopeless. But now that Americans’ votes 
have been cast, how do we move forward? How do we 
find civility? Common ground? Unity? Sanity? 

The answers aren't easy. Tuesday capped the elec- 
tion season, but, as I write this, we still don’t know 
whether former Vice President Joe Biden will be ush- 
ered into the White House come January, or whether 
President Donald Trump will retain office. 

For months, we've settled into such fierce dis- 
course it seems few people are willing to even hear 
from those who have disparate ideologies. In many 
ways, we’ve closed our ears and our hearts. But we 


See UNITY, Page 5A 


Get updated results, 
and what they all mean 


The USA TODAY Network’s team of journalists is 
following all the big races. Follow our reporting for 
accurate, insightful information from usatoday.com. 


Ken Nelson votes at his polling place, in a garage owned by Ray Lounsberry in Nevada, lowa, about 40 miles north of Des Moines. BRIAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK 
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Tennessee and other states nationwide were expecting record 
voter turnout. After a whopping 101 million ballots were cast 
before Tuesday, experts were predicting 160 million total votes 
in this election. MARK ZALESKI FOR USA TODAY NETWORK 


A ‘ 
Tabatha Watley, 54, checks the temperatures of voters as they 
enter their polling location at Diann Banks-Williamson 
Education Center in Detroit on Tuesday. 
KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/USA TODAY NETWORK 


Poll watchers, 
voters vigilant 


Early reports from voting sites around 
the USA included isolated technology 
glitches, some honest human errors 
and deliberate robocalls meant to 
suppress voting. The U.S. Postal Ser- 
vice failed to meet a judge’s deadline 
to track some 300,000 undelivered 
ballots, but there were no immediate 
indications of foreign interference 
compromising early voting. 4A 


People of color resolute 
to have voices heard 


"If they could stand out and be beat- 
en and suffer trying to vote, | can 
certain stand in line,” 75-year-old 
Dickie Fontaine of North Carolina said, 
remembering her grandparents and 
great-grandparents. 1D 


Why many waited to vote 
in person, despite virus 


For some, it was distrust of early vot- 
ing. For others, a sense of duty and 
tradition. Even in a global pandemic, 
many Americans strapped on their 
masks and headed out to the polls. 1D 


So your candidate lost. 
Keep loving your country 


Sure, there will be plenty of disap- 
pointment for half the electorate. But 
we have been through worse, and we 
have survived, writes opinion contrib- 
utor Karol Markowicz. 7A 
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Judgment day for 
Facebook and Twitter 
Social media companies are on 


alert for attempts to delegitimize 
the election results. In Money 


Doobie Brothers join 
the Rock Hall of Fame 


The “Listen to the Music” rockers 
share their reactions to the honor 
coming this weekend. In Life 


NFL trade deadline 
winners and losers 
Which players and teams are 


better off? We break it down 
for football fans. In Sports 


